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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, SO, US 

SUBJECT: UK NAVAL VISIT TO BERBERA 

1 . BRITISH EMBASSY WASHINGTON HAS INFORMED DEPARTMENT THAT 
BRITISH ARE PLANNING TO SEND A NAVAL TASK GROUP THROUGH 
THE SUEZ CANAL AND THE RED SEA TO THE INDIAN OCEAN IN 
OCTOBER. THEY ARE CONTEMPLATING DETACHING A FRIGATE AND 
AN AUXILIARY TO MAKE A PORT VISIT TO BERBERA IN SOMALIA 

AND REQUESTED OUR VIEWS AS TO THE DESIRABILITY OF THIS 
COURSE OF ACTION AND WHETHER IT CONFLICTED WITH ANY US 
PLANS FOR NAVAL VISITS TO SOMALIA PORTS. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS INFORMED BRITISH EMBASSY THAT WE HAVE 
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CONSIDERED THE POSSIBILITY OF US NAVAL VISITS TO SOMALI 
PORTS BUT HAVE CONCLUDED THAT THE TIME MAY NOT BE RIPE 
JUST NOW. CONSEQUENTLY, THERE WOULD BE NO CONFLICT 
BETWEEN US AND UK PORT VISITS. FURTHERMORE, DEPARTMENT 
FELT THAT A BRITISH PORT VISIT, BEING LESS CONFRONTATIONAL 
THAN A US NAVAL VISIT, MIGHT PROVIDE A USEFUL TEST OF THE 
DEGREE TO WHICH SOMALIA MIGHT BE PREPARED TO SEEK MORE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

BALANCE IN ITS RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS AND THE WEST. 

DEPARTMENT ACCORDINGLY WELCOMED BRITISH PLAN. CHRISTOPHER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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